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Best places to live and launch
• Issue #1: America's Money
• Full list: See all 100 places
• 7 tax-free havens
• Top tech launching pads

More Galleries
Hidden value
Which small stocks have bright prospects? Three top picks
from expert investors. (more)

Raising the sales stakes: 4 
success stories
A growing number of small-business owners 
are using Net Promoter Scores to increase 

customer referrals and boost sales. Fortune Small 
Business checked in with entrepreneurs who swear by the 
magic metric. (more)

Street painting
Sun-baked asphalt and hard concrete 
sidewalks: They are Jay Schwartz's preferred 
canvases. (more)
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Methodology: How we pick the 100 Best
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Population: 222,428
Pros: Vibrant college town, educated 
workforce
Cons: Frigid winters, expensive housing
and property taxes

Madison is strategically placed near 
Chicago, Milwaukee and the Twin Cities
- but many workers stay within the
bounds of the city. Major companies
include financial services and 
healthcare providers such as American 
Family Insurance and Dean Health
Systems. The University of Wisconsin's
flagship campus provides a talented, 
educated labor pool for startups: 
Madison boasts an unusually high 
density of PhDs.

Entrepreneurs also benefit from tax incentives such as the Angel Investment and Venture Capital 
Tax Credit, which is available to investors in small tech companies. Although winters are chilly, 
Madison offers a humid, temperate climate with four distinct seasons. Amateur sportsmen enjoy
260 parks and 150 miles of bike trails, while the University of Wisconsin's athletic teams draw 
rabid fans from miles away. -Mina Kimes

Interactive map: Madison
 Find homes for sale in Madison

NEXT: 47. Gainesville

•  Talk back: What do you think of Madison? 

Blacksburg Oro Valley Sioux Falls Madison Gainesville Corvallis Owings Mi...

  Symbol Keyword Subscribe to Fortune

Free Trial

Magazine Customer Service




