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Governor Doyle Announces $1 Million for Public 
Transit Projects to Aid People with Disabilities 

 
MADISON - Governor Jim Doyle today announced grants totaling $1,056,449 for 18 projects that will 
help provide transportation for people with disabilities. The grants will support new public transportation 
services and alternatives for individuals with disabilities, and will promote coordination between 
specialized and public transportation in all areas of the state. 
 
“New Freedom is a brand new program that will provide more transportation options than those 
currently available to individuals with disabilities,” said Governor Doyle.  “Many of us often take our 
mobility for granted, but all of us understand that people with disabilities should have equal access to 
work, appointments and the full range of local cultural activities.” 
 
New Freedom program grants, administered by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, are 
awarded for capital and operating expenses.  Grants will be used to purchase new accessible vehicles, 
add new service routes for disabled passengers, and hire staff to coordinate rides and vehicles so that 
existing vehicles and services can be utilized as fully as possible, among other things.  
 
The matching grant program provides 50 percent to 80 percent of project costs, depending on whether 
the request is for capital or operating expenses.  Through an interagency partnership, the New 
Freedom program received $450,000 in additional funds from the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
in the Department of Workforce Development to enhance access to transportation for individuals with 
disabilities in rural and small urban areas. 
 
Eligible applicants include nonprofit organizations, local governments and operators of public 
transportation services.  Grant awardees are listed below. 
 

New Freedom Grants for Calendar Year 2008 
 

Applicant New Freedom DVR Supplement Grant Total 
Aging and Disability Resource Center - Central 
Wisconsin, Wausau $28,400 $35,600 $64,000 

Aging and Disability Resource Center - Manitowoc 
County, Manitowoc $29,465 $36,935 $66,400 

American Red Cross - Winnebago County, 
Oshkosh $49,690 $29,814 $79,504 

 
-MORE-



Tuesday, November 20, 2007 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 
Applicant New Freedom DVR Supplement Grant Total 

Center for Independent Living - Western WI, 
Menomonie $74,858 $47,235 $122,093 

Clarity Care, Oshkosh 
(Private, non-profit) $10,392 $0 $10,392 

Community Care, Ozaukee Co. 
(Private, non-profit) $19,339 $24,241 $43,580 

Disabled & Elderly Transportation, Menomonie 
(Private, non-profit) $25,769 $0 $25,769 

Headwaters, Rhinelander 
(Private, non-profit) $14,805 $8,883 $23,688 

Independent Living, Inc., Madison 
(Private, non-profit) $18,750 $11,250 $30,000 

Langlade County Dept. on Aging, Antigo $15,731 $9,438 $25,169 

Lutheran Homes of Oshkosh, Oshkosh 
(Private, non-profit) $32,000 $0 $32,000 

North Country Independent Living, Superior $50,444 $44,198 $94,642 

Sauk County Commission on Aging, Baraboo $60,821 $24,828 $85,649 

Southwest WI Community Action Program, Inc., 
Dodgeville $48,412 $60,685 $109,097 

Trempealeau County Senior Services, Whitehall $27,088 $33,956 $61,044 

United Way of Door County, Sturgeon Bay $20,874 $26,166 $47,040 

Village of Pleasant Prairie $77,911 $5,947 $83,858 

Workforce Connections, La Crosse 
(Private, non-profit) $28,238 $24,286 $52,524 

TOTALS $632,987 $423,462 $1,056,449 
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